
  

TOP 7 
 

On 5th June Ian Painter shared his TOP 7 things to live by. 

Following this, Rev. DJP is interested to know which of the top 7 you 
resonated with.  

Q. If you were to write your own TOP 5 or 7 what would they be? 

Please feel free to let Rev. DJP know and they could perhaps be shared in 
the Grapevine.  

Colleen’s Top 7: 

 To get more out of life give more of yourself. 

 Do for others with no desire of returned favours; 

we should all plant some trees we’ll never sit under. 

 Carrying a grudge is like a run in a stocking—it can only get 

worse.  Forgiveness is the answer. 

 Today, give a stranger one of your smiles- It might be the only 

sunshine he/she sees all day. 

 Be kind, you never know what another person is facing. 

 Be thankful and grateful. 

 Use your gifts. 
 

The Vines Uniting Church Facebook page. 

For those of you who are on Facebook, you are encouraged to check the 
Vines Uniting Church Facebook page regularly as there will be updates on 
events happening at the Vines Church, including the dates for Friday Friends 
each month. 
Marj Dredge. 

 



 
Let’s take a lesson from the Animal School Fable. 
 The Animal School: A Fable by George Reavis 
  

Once upon a time, the animals decided they must do something heroic to meet the problems of 
a “new world” so they organized a school.  They had adopted an activity curriculum consisting of 
running, climbing, swimming and flying.   To make it easier to administer the curriculum, all the 
animals took all the subjects. 
  

The duck was excellent in swimming, in fact, better than his instructor, but he made only 
passing grades in flying and was very poor in running. Since he was slow in running, he had to 
stay after school and also drop swimming in order to practise running. This was kept up until his 
webbed feet were badly worn and he was only average in swimming.  But average was 
acceptable in school so nobody worried about that, except the duck. 
  

The rabbit started at the top of the class in running but had a nervous breakdown because of so 
much makeup work in swimming. 
  

The squirrel was excellent in climbing until he developed frustration in the flying class where his 
teacher made him start from the ground up instead of the treetop down. He also developed a 
“Charlie horse” from overexertion and then got a C in climbing and D in running. 
  

The eagle was a problem child and was disciplined severely. In the climbing class, he beat all 
the others to the top of the tree but insisted on using his own way to get there. 
  

At the end of the year, an abnormal eel that could swim exceedingly well and also run, climb 
and fly a little had the highest average and was valedictorian. 
  

The prairie dogs stayed out of school and fought the tax levy because the administration would 
not add digging and burrowing to the curriculum. They apprenticed their children to a badger 
and later joined the groundhogs and gophers to start a successful private school. 
  

Does this fable have a moral? 
  

Note: This story was written when George Reavis was the Assistant Superintendent of the 
Cincinnati Public Schools back in the 1940s! This content is in the public domain and free to 
copy, duplicate, and distribute. 
  

What is the lesson you take from the fable? 
  

Let the ducks swim.  Let the rabbits run.  Let the eagles fly.  We don’t want a school of 
average ducks. 
  

Play to your strengths.  If you don’t use your talents, eventually, you lose your talents. 
  

If you build on your strengths enough, your weaknesses become irrelevant.  
  

There is a great temptation to fix ourselves or others by investing time to improve on our areas 
of opportunities.  Instead, focus on how your strengths can get you to where you need to go. 
  

Your strengths are needed somewhere.  How can you find it?  Team up with people who are 
good at what you are not good at and make that team stronger. 
  

Which animal from the story above do you relate most with?  Which talent will you let shine 
today? 

I found this interesting and thought I’d share it:  Colleen 


